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britain hit by  
ice, floods and  
snow
Britain was on flood 
alert last night after a 
deluge of rain and snow 
storms hit large swathes 
of the country.

Downpours drenched 
southern England for up to 
10 hours and the West 
Country was hit by a shock 
heavy snowfall.

Last night the Environment 
Agency had issued 15 flood 
warnings and 79 flood alerts. 
A spokesman said homes in 
the South-west and East  
Anglia had been hit by floods.

The Met Office also issued 
severe weather warnings for 
large parts of the UK. Experts 
predicted that tonight will be 
the coldest Bonfire Night this 
century.

As millions of Britons woke 
up yesterday to icy conditions 
and winds of up to 60mph, at 

least one bridge was in danger 
of collapse and part of the M4 
was blocked by floods, leading 
to tailbacks in South Wales. 

The main snowfall occurred 
early yesterday, hitting Wilt-
shire, Somerset, North Dorset 
and Devon, as well as northern 
counties, including Cumbria 
and County Durham.

Gritting teams were rushed 
out in Bath and north-east 
Somerset after the council 
was caught unawares by snow 
which was six inches deep in 
places. 

Further east, up to two  
inches of rain fell. The Met  
Office said most of the South 
had up to an inch of rain  
between 3am and 9am. 

In Bournemouth, 10 days’ 
worth of rain fell in just six 
hours, and parts of the South-
east and East Anglia had 10
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